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Lower Street (now Heping Road) in Dasi
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Lin Ben-yuan’s grand stone house “Tong-yi-di” in the old days

Since the later Cianlong Period, the Han People had leased land from the
Kaidagelan tribes to farm for a living in Dasi Area. Situated in the midst of
the farming area, difficult to access, and suitable for building a port, Dasi old
streets gradually developed into the most important city streets in the
upper reaches of Dahan Stream.

A number of store-houses on both Lower Street (now Heping Road) and
Upper Street (now Jhongyang Road) lifted the curtain on the development
of Dasi Old Streets. In 1813, a large temple Furen Temple was built and
furthermore the family of Ping-hou Lin, the founder of the Lin Family in
Banciao was relocated to Dasi to stay away from the fighting between the
Jhang people and the Cyuan people and built a grand stone architecture
named “Ton-gyi-di”. It was along the wall of the said architecture that
Dasi city streets were gradually developed.

In 1862, a trading port was opened in Danshuei. In the meantime, the
resources in the mountain area near Dasi were rapidly exploited and tea and
camphor became the main exporting products. Furthermore, city streets
including Sin Street, Caodianwei Street and Houwei Street were developed
at the same time. In 1886, Ming-chuan Liu established an administration
office to undertake full responsibility for development which boosted the
prosperity of Dasi street region and gave birth to Sinnan Street (now
Jhongshan Road).

The early years of the colonial rule of Taiwan were the prime time of Dasi.
In those years, the resources near the mountain region continued to be
exploited and the life in the stores and wine houses on the streets of Dasi
was hurly-burly. A city restructuring plan to expand roads and add arcades
was announced in 1912 and therefore splendidly decorated facades of

arcades mushroomed one by one.

As the excavation of Taoyuan Ditch in 1928 had quite an impact on the
river transport of Dahan River, Dasi lost its position as an industry center
and ceased to develop. Accordingly, to date Dasi old streets have been able
to remain as they were in the old days.



