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Space Planning g‘"tfw Stroes
on Dsai Old Streets
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The space of stores are generally described as x kan, y luo

and z guoshuei; however, the residents of Dasi adopt sim-
pler terms such as “three luo two guoshuei” and “three
lwo”. Kan, lou and guoshuei plus shenjing are space units
of the stores.
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“Kan” is the measurement unit of stores and therefore a kan of store
means one store. The width of a store including the earthen walls on its
left and right side equalled the size of the crossbeam which was subject
to the length of the ship sailing between Taiwan and the Mainland at that time.

Space Units of Stores
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“Luo” refers to the space under a set of roof slopes. The first [uo has the

shop and salesclerk’s rooms; the second [uo has the main hall and the
shop owner’s room; the third [uo has the resting hall and rooms of the
% owner’s family; and the fourth luo
has other rooms. The space allot-
ment has the store in the front and
the living space at the back. Four
luo is the maximum scope with a
length approximately 55 meters.
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“Shenjing " refers to the open space between two luo.
| The term was adopted by the locals to mean where one can
§ see the sky. It provides the space for washing and sunning
| clothes, for offering sacrifices to gods/ancestors, for
i
children’s playground, and for adults to relax in the cool.
| Additionally, it provides ventilation and natural lighting.
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“Guoshuei” refers to the corridor connecting two luo with a single slope roof

5o
and located on one side of “shenjing”. The term “guoshuei” comes from
the meaning that one will not get wet when one goes from one /uo to another
in rainy days. The amount of guoshuei ranges from one to four. Usually the

kitchen is located in one of them while the rest are called “sianglu”.



