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Fagades of the arcades on the Old Streets  The Old Streets after renovation expect your visit.
under renovation in 1998 Let's go!!
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~The Story of the facades of the Arcades
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Strolling along the old streets in Dasi, people are surely attracted to the
eye-catching fagades of the arcades which are not only of varied forms but
also with floral decorations on the gable which shows aged masters’ refined
craftsmanship and artistic talents in the old days.

When the sun shines on the arcades on both sides of the old street in the
afternoon, the respected old men sit and chat in small groups. They think

back to the year when the store-houses were under renovation.

Time goes backwards to 1919 when the Colonial Government instituted a
city-restructuring plan in Dasi. To broaden out the roads, part of the store-
houses facing the roads was torn down; therefore, the residents were obliged
to build new fagades for their house. Thus the facades of the arcades
(similar to the archways built in temple fairs in the old days) came into
being.

Walking on the streets, you often saw a good many teams of builders busy
with work including preparing soil for construction, building brick walls,
and covering the roof with tiles among others. As far as exterior decora-
tion was concerned, most of the job was handled by flower-sculpting
craftsmen or cut-and-paste craftsmen. There was a 26 year-old craftsman
whose name is Wang-lai Chen coming from Dadaocheng, Taipei and re-
ferred to by people as Master Wang-lai. He led his brother San-chuan Guo
and others to undertake the decoration job of the fagades.

The two brothers followed their father Da-ting Chen and learned the
techniques of cut-and-paste and clay sculpture at early stages. They learned
the techniques of floral-mold making and pebble wall making among oth-
ers when they participated in the decoration work of the Governor’s
Oftfice (the Presidential Office now) in the early Dajheng Period. It so
happened that the Colonial Government pushed forward a city-restructur-
ing plan which required the construction of store-houses and buildings with
the fagades of the arcades. Accordingly, they had the opportunity to
demonstrate their full powers and achieved fame for extraordinary skills.

You may see their work everywhere in Dasi and Taipei Dihua Street.

While it turns dark gradually as the sun sets, lights on top of the buildings
with the facades of the arcades turn brighter and brighter. Regarding the
year when the store-houses were under renovation, there are endless sto-

ries for one to recall and tell.




