EWRENIEE S T, (SRR
BTER R L > EAH Jl,,qu\hﬁLLﬁﬂ?

Z A M AEERAIRRSE] - AT
Stk JH*J%E'M&*« -t
irﬂ*/ﬁﬁ“ 4

FEENMBREE@E -
Fagade of the arcade of Yu-bao-tang

D

AR
53 > FHHEMAFISE «
=3y | ES

i i ” g
ﬂ‘ﬁ ?ﬂ“ﬂk Jnhn? =FAH
= J/’[‘JJ lU ’ l’\]nfﬁ

Tr1fT('{l7)( 7fn‘n
HOHERT - FLAMS &
H B TR R A mﬂﬁ%)ﬂfr@xrh
HRhL /MH A LA 18

o FEEAEA
R > ST HIRERT

FORSEANFRE 15-1 3% / AR /IE 7
15-1 Heping Road, Dasi Township / private domicile of the Jiang Family i

This store is situated on the front section of Heping Road, formerly named
Sin Street. It is unknown that when and by whom the store was built.
Restricted by the availability of the land, the store is limited to a scope of
“two luo one guoshuei”. The body of the building is composed of earthen
bricks; the crossbeam thereof is built of timber from Fujhou; and the roof
thereof is covered with tiles. Presently the building remains nearly intact
with the function of a domicile for private use.

Yu-bao-tang or Tang-bao-yu?

Nowadays we get used to writing horizontally from left to right, while
people under the colonial rule followed our ancestor’s horizontal writing
style from right to left to make inscriptions on the tablets placed above
the doorway. In this regard, the inscriptions on the facades should read
“Yu-bao-tang” and the same rule applies to all other inscriptions. Do you
have the correct answer in mind?

The facade of the arcade on the old streets consists of three elements,
namely columns of the arcades, brick arch or concrete beam, and gable.
Yu-bao-tang is no exception. The facade of the arcade is of three spans and
in other words columns are used. The exterior surface coated with mini
pebbles and whitewash appears like stone but, in fact, it is internally com-
posed of bricks.

The curved gable of a ruyi shape is the most fascinating element of the
facade of Yu-bao-tang that catches visitor’s eyes. To our amazement, the
back of the splendidly decorated gable is built of poorly baked bricks and/
or broken bricks with a mixture of lime and glutinous rice paste used as the
bridging material. Moreover, it is not decorated at all, thereby reflecting
that the builders back then wasted no time in decorating parts that people

cannot see and thus saved labor and materials.

The decoration of bats on the gable of
the fagade is very unique and a symbol of
good fortune. Turge you to make a guess
at the metaphor of the vase and plant at
both sides of the gable.
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Poorly baked bricks behind the gable of the
fagade of the arcade



