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The brick structure beneath the
wall coated with mini pebbles
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20 Heping Road, Dasi Township / private domicile of the Cai Family

With a scope of “two luo one guoshuei” this store has a mixed structure
composed of earthen bricks and red bricks to strengthen the load-bearing
capacity. According to the seniors, the owner constructing this building
with the facade of the arcade ran a construction business and therefore the
fagade was a masterpiece of the builders. Former owner Mr. Lu lived on
Upper Street (now Jhongyang Road), rented a store on Heping Road to sell
wooden furniture, and bought this store to carry on the business of wooden
furniture later on. Present owner Mr. Cai bought this building to reside
thereat in 2000 as he adored the exquisitely decorated fagades of the
arcades on the Old Streets.

Wow! It’s gorgeous!

The most commonly said and heard expression uttered by visitors standing
still in front of this building is “wow! It’s gorgeous!” If we were to select
by ballot Dasi’s number one negative-killer, this building is definitely one
of the nominees. Visitors often frown at the foreign language inscribed in
the center of the gable. They think and think but still cannot figure out the
correct meaning but, to their delight, the owner provides the answer:
“according to the seniors, Kenko is a Roman spelling of sturdy in Taiwan-
ese language.” No wonder visitors cannot figure out the meaning.

This building full of exotic interests and foreign tastes always misleads people to
think that it is built of layers of stones with exquisite decoration. If you think
50, you have made a mistake. It is a brick structure in every respect with some
parts strengthened by reinforced concrete. If you look closely at the capital of
the column modeled after the Roman style under the circular arch, you will find
that it has a coating of mini pebbles in imitation of stone carving. The coating
is made by mixing mini pebbles with cement, using the technique of clay
sculpture to get the shape and pattern that you want, and finally washing
away a thin layer of the cement coating. When mini pebbles are exposed, you
have a surface that looks like stone. By the way, local builders during the

Colonial Rule enjoyed referring to such type of capital as Chinese cabbage.
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What do you think?
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Chinese cabbage, a term used by builders
torefer to the western column capital modeled
after the Corinthian style




