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Facade of the arcade of Sie-sing
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ROZSURNT 2% 23 9% | AT R EREREESS | 255 / (03) 3882171
23 Heping Road, Dasi Township / a drugstore of Jisin community |
/ private domicile of the Li Family ﬁggﬁ__ 88
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Chinese character“&” (Si) formed by the laying ~ The pillar capital built of layers of bricks with
and piling of red bricks each layer projecting from the previous layer
and the brick circular arch

With a scope of “two liuo one guoshuei” this store is one of the few stores
that has never been traded. Present owner’s grandfather once served as the
steward of Jiancheng Trading Company. Later, he rented a mine to explore
for coal in Touliao, Dasi and established Siesing Trading Company to
engage in the business of coke in Taipei. Accordingly, this store was
named “Sie-sing” in remembrance of the owner’s grandfather. Formerly
named “Heng-chan”, the store was engaged in the business of building
materials and coal and was changed into a drugstore in 1967. Additionally,
there is a stand to display and sell Mrs. Li’s handiwork of cloth at one

corner of the store.

Happy things one after another?

Have you discovered the Chinese character “%” (Si) formed by the laying and
piling of red bricks on both sides of the gable of this store? What a skillful idea!
The inscriptions of “Sie-sing” of the tablet are made of special techniques
to appear a white surface of mini pebbles that stands out of the red brick
wall in terms of color and quality. Taking a close look at the brick arch, we
may find that a special technique was applied to lay bricks with one lying
one upright. The fagade of the arcade is of three spans and three arches
supported by two pillars.

Columns of the arcades used to support the archway are apparently com-
posed of three elements, namely capital, shaft and base. The column base
is of a round shape commonly used in traditional Taiwanese architecture;
the column capital is built of layers of bricks with each layer projecting
from the previous layer to connect to and carry on the arch. The surface
of the capital, the shaft, and the base is all made of special techniques to
appear a coating of mini pebbles while the shaft of the side column are
made of red bricks. However, the columns on both sides have lost half of
their shaft which is kind of a fly in the ointment.



