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With a scope of “three luo two guoshuei” Yong-fa store was run by the
Ciou Family to undertake the business of camphor, dried doufu, and rice
among others at first and presently the business of wood furniture. Like
Siesing store, this store has never been traded off by the Ciou Family. The
fagades of the arcades of this building is the result of a competition among
three Tangshan builders commissioned by present owner’s father to build
the fagades of three buildings (20, 24, and 26 Heping Road). It is said that
the facades were covered with canvas during the construction and therefore
it was not until the day of completion that the facades were revealed for
appreciation. The purpose was to show the builders’ craftsmanship and
the result of a keen competition. Additionally, present owner’s grandfa-
ther was a Sioucai (a title earned by making it to the top of an imperial
examination) of the Cing Dynasty, his father a poet and accordingly the
neighbors speak approvingly of the Ciou Family. Presently the business
of wood furniture is by lease and moreover a facial service stand is set up at

the entrance of the store.

Wow! What are the animals?
The facade of the arcade of Yong-fa is one of children’s favorite facades.
Count the number of animals decorated on the fagade, if added with the
number of plants, your will have an amazing figure. Starting from the top,
the peacock with a full-spreading tail symbolizes a peaceful world which
resonates with the high-raising trunk of an elephant on both sides
thereunder. The lively-depicted Chinese unicorn under the elephant’s
trunk is an auspicious animal that appears only when the world is in peace. *
The gable in the shape of a semicircular arch is decorated with an
animal with a dragon head and a carp body which
projects the ancestor’s prayer for no fire.
It is needless to say that the toad with
three legs beside the short posts is a

symbol to bring in wealth and treasure.

A key stone is decorated in the center
of the architrave under the gable and
the surface of the gable is decorated with
a coating of mini pebbles, embossment
of arched dragons, and patterns of curled
grass symbolizing continuation.
Additionally, there are vases, a symbol
of safety and health, and pumpkins also
known as golden melons signifying for-

tune and much more.




