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Fagade of the arcade of Tin-fa
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77 Heping Road, Dasi Township / an exclusive store of plums
[ private domicile of the Jian Family

With a scope of “three luo two guoshue” this store was originally used
by the owner Mr. Jiang to engage in the wholesale business of temple
sacrificial goods and was sold to present owner Cing-syong Jian’s father
in 1947. Mr. Jian’s ancestors originally lived in Nanjing, Jhangjhou,
Fujian and moved to Dasi to enter the trade of paper offerings and
bamboo baskets when the family came down to the 17th generation in
1876. The owne’s grandfather Yu Jian changed to the profession of iron
processing and both his son and his grandson succeeded him, thereby
three generations embracing the same profession.

The owner recalled that Taiya People used to buy farm implements from his
grandfather and that his father had made a four-wheeler of iron sheets for him
when he was a child. It was extremely glorious at a time when resources
were scarce. Presently the store is an exclusive store of plums produced in Sinyi.

Wow! More counting and guessing?

It’s needless to say much more about the beauty of Jin-fa. This facade of
the arcade again was in every way built with a style of the Japanese
Colonial Rule. The only pity is that the side post on the right side of the
arcade has disappeared; nevertheless, to one’s delight, the decorative pat-
terns on the facade remain undamaged. Columns used to divide the arcade
have square bases and capitals modeled after Doric order. The column
shafts and the facade of the arcade are both coated with mini pebbles. A
couplet meaning “The scenery of Dasi is charmingly beautiful; salty, sour
and sweet plums inside Mei-jyu” was inscribed on the posts in recent years.
(Can you figure out the business items of the store from the couplet?)

The short posts on both sides of the round top of the fagade are decorated with
bats holding ancient coins in the mouth which symbolizes good fortune before
one’s eyes in ancient times. 1 wonder whether people know about that today.
There are varied kinds of animals and plants here that absolutely deserve our
appreciation in detail. Let’s try
one more test (it’s time to take
your telescope out!) Where is
the chayote that stands for good
fortune and luck?
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Structure of the ceiling still visible




