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Lion with a big smile on the left adding some amusement; lion with serious expressions on the right
seeming deep inthought

1t’s now the third generation living here since the Siao Family bought this store.
The store has been used to engage in the business of sundry goods and fabrics
and is presently an office providing legal services. With a scope of “four luo
three guoshuei” Long-tai accommodates a good many people as the four-luo
house has many rooms. The couple in charge of the household fives in the room
behind the main hall of the second luo. In this regard, we can learn the change of
the family structure from the change of people dwelling in the rooms. The first
Iuo provides the space for an office and the rest of the building provides the

space for living.

An auspicious lion bringing along a good omen!

A three-span arch in the shape of a circular arc made of red bricks sits
elegantly on the column capitals modeled after Doric order. Two columns
under the capitals divide the fagade into three spans. Standing inside the
arcade, you can see the ceiling and the original tiles and crossbeam of the
house. The worn surface of red bricks adds a little antique touch to the

architecture.

There is a small lion holding colored ribbons, flowers and plants in the
mouth on each side of the fagade and looking steadily at each other. With
a wide-opening mouth and teeth shown the lion on the left seems to be
playing happily while the lion on the right looks serious with unswerving
determination. Lions are auspicious symbols and moreover a lion holding
colored ribbons contains the metaphor of bringing along good omens.
According to the interpretation of the residents on the old streets, the
public are in the opinion that lions bite so it’s difficult to get close to them
because they are savage beasts in nature. Accordingly, lions won’t be able
to cause trouble if they hold soft colored ribbons in the mouth and play
games. In addition, people would be less afraid of lions and find a docile and
adorable side of lions. My dear friends, what’s your interpretation?



