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The cutaway perspective drawing of Yong-an-ju

FOFHEPAE 86 88 005k / AARER "XRE, /BE
86, 88, 90 Jhongyang Road, Dasi Township / “Yong-an-ju”
/ private domicile of the Liao Family {

Presently it is the three-kan store that is well preserved in nearly intact
condition in Dasi. A tablet inscribed with “Yong-an-ju” is hung above the
door of the main hall. It’s now the sixth generation living here since its
completion. It is said there were more than 40 persons living in this three-
kan store/house before family property was divided.

The generations of the Liao Family are ranked in accordance with a motto
reading “shang-guo-chao-ting-shih-shu-tian, jheng-sin-da-syue-ben-yi-sian,
rong-guang-sian-ruei” In the beginning, the generation of “shang” sailed
across the Taiwan Strait, arrived in Taiwan, and settled down in Dasi. The
generation of “tian” built the house of the family (now the ancestral shrine
of the Liao Family) in Tiansinzih (presently located on Wunhua Road, in
the midst of the rice field near Jhenglong Bridge.) Sin-sing Liao belonging
to the generation of “sin” built the store/house — “Yong-an-ju” in Dasi and
established “Sing-ji” to enter the trade of cloth at a time when the city
restructuring plan was carried out during the Colonial Rule. Sin-sing Liao
later changed his profession and became a butcher. His firstborn son, Da-
cong Liao is engaged in the business of sesame oil and lives on the left side
of “Yong-an-ju” (namely Chih-long) after family property was divided.
The youngest son inherits his father’s profession and lives on the right
side of “Yong-an-ju” (namely Cuei-feng). Presently, the offspring of the
generation of “ben” is in charge of the household.

The scope of “Yong-an-ju” is “three kan, three luo, two guoshuei”. As far
as the depth of the store is concerned, it is divided into the front luo, the
middle /uo, and the rear luo. With regard to the width of the store, the
store/house on both sides are called “a pair of side store” and the one in the

center called “central store”.

This three-kan store/house has much similarity with a courtyard house; for
example, the middle /uo is like a courtyard house in the shape of I']. Furthermore,
guoshuei on both sides of the pair of side store are similar to a pair of hulong.
Consequently, you will have a delusion of standing inside a traditional courtyard
house when you walk into the patio from the store and see the main hall.
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Street scenes with the fagades of the
arcades of Chih-long and Cuei-feng




