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Chik-long, Liao House, Cuci-feng

It’s been a worthwhile trip!

The facades of the arcades of this three-kan store/house were built simul-
taneously to cope with the city restructuring plan during Dajheng years. In
this regard, if we use the central store of Liao House as a base, the fagades
on both sides appear like twin fagades. The trade names are “Chih-long”
and “Cuei-feng” respectively, representing a refined taste. Except that
the inscriptions on the tablets are different, both fagades are symmetrical
and with nearly equal sophistication of decoration, thereby leading to a
conclusion that they should be completed by the same builders.

However, the central facade in between seems to give rise to a feeling of incom-
patibility because it has been hit and damaged by vehicles and then rebuilt. Tt
has nevertheless never been restored to its original appearance otherwise the
level of the exquisitely decorated facade of the central store definitely surpassed
those of Chih-long and Cuei-feng. It is quite a pity that we could not have a peep
at the old appearance today.

Tiles built in the years of Colonial Rule are left on the short posts of the fagade
of arcades of Chih-long and Cuei-feng. These tiles are enameled bricks of the
Victorian Age inlaid on the posts and the surface thereof features patterns of
plants and geometric designs. With a strong foreign taste each short post is
paved with four tiles arranged in the shape of a rhombus. There are railings of
hollow bamboo joints outside the short posts. With one Chinese style and
one western style the decoration of the facade is very amusing.

The inscriptions on the tablet of Chih-long and Cuei-feng are made of a collage of
broken glass of wine bottles only that most pieces have fallen off. Both tablets
are decorated with an auspicious animal — a sitting Chinese unicorn facing the
center and looking at each other. An arch in the shape of a circular arc at the
bottom of the fagade is intended to model after a western fagade built by laying
stones with moldings of arched rings to connect with and carry on the column
capital of Doric order. Two column shafts under the column mplm]s divide the
fagade into three spans and the
column bases are carved into
circular shapes. Side pillars on
both sides are decorated with
red-and-white horizontal friezes
and inlaid with enameled bricks
of the Victorian Age as well. The
craftsmanship demonstrated is
highly exquisite as a whole.




